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The 

Lenten Food Drive for RCS 

The Garber Mission Committee is sponsoring a Lenten Food Drive that will 

benefit the Food Pantry at Religious Community Services.  You may pick up 

your Food Drive grocery bag in the Courtyard or the Atrium on March 6 and 

13; all food is due back by March 20th.  You may leave your food in the      

Narthex or Atrium. 

Items should be in non-breakable containers and should be non-perishable.  Suggested items are:     

peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti O’s/ravioli, canned meats, paper products, 

boxed meals such as Hamburger Helper, Ramen noodles, oatmeal/boxed    

cereals, pasta/rice, baby food/formula, juices. 

HOLY WEEK 
 

To help us recollect anew the suffering and death of Jesus Christ that we might more fully experience 

the joy of his resurrection on Easter, special services are planned for:  
 

HOLY WEEK: 
 

Palm Sunday, March 20:   Children and interested adults may gather before the services for 

the procession with the palms.  Regular Sunday school and worship services in Sanctuary and 

Morris Hall  
 

Wednesday, Marcy 23: 5:00pm Communion service in the Sanctuary 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 24: 7:00pm in the Sanctuary, a service of communion remembering 

Jesus’ Last Supper and subsequent arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
 

Good Friday, March 25: 7:30pm in Sanctuary, a Tenebre musical service helping us to       

meditate upon the crucifixion of Jesus in order to enter most fully into the Joy of Resurrection.  

Chancel Choir presents The Final Hours. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 
 

7:00am -  First Service of Easter in the Sanctuary 

9:00am and 11am - Services of Resurrection in Morris Hall with Chancel Choir, Praise Team 

  and Strings 
 

In order to accommodate the added attendance for worship services and the transitions for parking,  

there will be no Sunday School classes to meet on Easter Sunday.  
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On March 6 the TIE Sunday school class will begin a new six-weeks series.   
Our study - Where the Bible Meets Life - deals with everyday issues,  

and our discussions revolve around what the Bible says about those issues.   
The new study is entitled:   

More Than Enough:  How Jesus Meets Our Deepest Needs.   
It will be based upon statements Jesus made about himself.   

Please join us any Sunday in Room 215! 

February MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Our MOSAIC group enjoyed a very informative trip to the Crockett-Miller Slave Quarters Museum and Park in 

James City during the month of February. Mr. Ben Watford, President of the James City Historical Society presented 

us with information not only on the trip, but during our February 22 luncheon. Approximately 50 members attended 

and heard about the history of the Trent River Settlement and New Bern from 1860 - reconstruction. Many of our 

members were active participants in helping to make these events very successful. 
 

Each month there will be sign-up sheets for upcoming events available to participants. PLEASE be sure to check 

them out and sign up for the next month’s events. 
 

Saturday, March 12 -  trip to Durham to see “The Lion King” at the Durham           

Performing Arts Center. All tickets have been sold with 29 members joining us for 

this event. Those planning to ride the bus will need to meet at the Garber bus in the 

Ministry Center parking lot at 10:30. Cost of bus transportation will be $5.00 to be 

collected as you board the bus. Please bring a sandwich to eat on the way up. We will 

stop for dinner (Dutch) in Smithfield after the performance.  Notify Sue Webb about 

your transportation ASAP.  (Will you be riding the bus or driving?) We need make 

sure everyone has a ride. 
 

Luncheon 
March 21 

12:00 noon in Room 123. 

Menu: Potato salad bar with sherbet for dessert 

Cost will be $5.00. 

 

Matt Johnson will be at the luncheon to offer some words/scriptures on Holy Week and lead 

us in singing.  Members who have contacted Sue Webb prior to the luncheon will offer 3-5 

minute presentations of something they have in their possession that reminds them of Holy 

Week.  We will see a short video clip of Christ’s Final Hours and maybe even have a      

dramatization.  Come and participate in this Holy time of sharing. 
 

Call the church office, 637-4022 or email your reservation to Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator by       

Wednesday prior to the week of the event. swebb@garberumc.com 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Church-wide Spring Work Day – Saturday, March 12 from 9am - 12pm 

Just in time for Easter!  
 

Invite your small group, Sunday school class, friends and neighbors to help spruce up the church 

grounds.  Meet members of the Trustee Committee at the Ministry Center parking lot at 9am for 

further instructions and light refreshment. Bring your rakes, blowers, power    

washers, clippers/lopping shears, wheel barrows, and tarps so that we have 

enough tools to get the job done. Service hours for students will be credited.  I look 

forward to seeing many of our church family working together in fellowship and 

service to God.   
 

Many Blessings, 

Patti 

Reflection for Lent 
 

Into what form or image are you being shaped?  Every day, every hour, our lives are being influenced.  Pressures, 

good and bad, are exerted upon us so that our lives are becoming like something.  So we ask, into what are we being 

shaped?  Into what shape are we becoming? 
 

Perfect love has been the goal described by Methodists for over two centuries.  John writes, “Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides 

in us, and His love is perfected in us.”  (1 John 4:11, 12) This and several other passages led John Wesley to expect 

of every Methodist a life of growing love.  His challenge to all was that each individually and all in community seek 

to be perfect in love. 
 
 

Some recoiled.  “No one can be perfect,” they said. Others insisted that perfection was not to be expected in this life, 

but in the life to come.  The accusations against the Methodists were at time strident and vitriolic.  “Who do they 

think they are thinking people can love perfectly?” 
 
 

Still Wesley and his preachers insisted that God would not have commanded through his Word what he was          

unwilling to give through his grace.  Perfection, Wesley insisted, does not mean that one is delivered from the    

frailties of being human.  Neither is one rendered incapable of sin in this life, nor is he delivered from being     

tempted.  Perfection means that by the grace of God working in the human heart one can come to a place wherein 

his or her heart fully loves God and fully loves one’s neighbor.  One can come to a place wherein as far as one can 

know one’s own heart, he or she is seeking God without reserve and not seeking any sin. 
 
 

When one is in this spiritual place, one has been formed in Christlikeness.  One has begun to think with the mind of 

Christ.  For Wesley, both of these descriptions were nearly synonymous with perfection. 
 
 

Seeking such a character brings corresponding choices.  We are shaped by what we talk about, by what we meditate 

upon, by what captures our minds, and by that upon which our mind spends its time.  We should be shaped by the 

Holy Spirit through God’s Word.  We, therefore, must be attentive to what our minds dwell upon (Philippians 4:8).  

We also seek to set our mind on the Spirit and not upon the flesh (Romans 8:5-8).  As the mind is renewed we find 

freedom from many offensive behaviors and our life takes on a new character (Ephesians 4:22-24). 
 

 

Into what are you being formed?  Into what are you seeking to form your children?  Ever since Jesus spoke Matthew 

5:48, and ever since John Wesley took those words seriously, Methodist Christians are seeking to be formed in    

perfect love.  Jesus said, “Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
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This Garber Hymn was written by Garber member, 

Ann Kelsey and is sung to the tune of It Is Well 

with My Soul.  Thank you, Ann, for your beautiful      

gesture of love and kindness to Garber church 

 

Garber church in Trent Woods 

Has a goal for us here,  

Love for God, Love for all, 

Reach the world. 

 

With a welcome to those, 

Who search for His grace, 

It’s found here, it lives here, 

Rest your soul. 

 

It stands strong, it stands tall, 

Garber’s here for us all, 

It gives peace, it gives peace 

To our souls. 

 

Garber serves, Garber cares, 

It’s a balm to be shared, 

It brings strength, it brings hope 

For our souls. 

 

Love is found, love abounds, 

Hearts reach out and enfold, 

Praise you Lord, joy abides 

In our souls. 

Your Garber Library has received a number of books about Haiti.  I plan to put them on the shelf with the 

books about Russia for those of us who lovingly and with courage make trips to those countries.  We also 

have books to teach American Sign Language.  If you are interested in 

those, please let me know.  Thanks to the donor or donors who gave us 

these treasures.  We have many new books which we hope to shelve 

soon.  Come visit your library and check out our collection.  Coleen Brock 

Are you able to help a young adult student complete her clinical rotation for her graduate degree in dietetics?  This 

student needs a place to live from May 6 until June 17 as she interns at our Carolina East Medical Center.  She is a 

close family friend of Jean Lancaster Stark who grew up in Garber Church (right across the street).  Her habits    

include weekly attendance at worship with the Summit Church in Raleigh.  Since the intern rotations began in      

November, she has been unable to participate in her Wednesday small discipleship group.  However, that has also 

been a significant part of her spiritual life journey.  She is not a smoker, and she has no pets. It is just her, her 

clothes, and her textbooks.  As a minimum, this young lady needs her own bedroom and bathroom with access to 

the kitchen.  Thank you for considering this young sister in Christ.  You may contact David Banks if the Lord is 

prompting you in this direction.  
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To our dear Garber Church family, 

Thank you all for the prayers and support during this very 

difficult time.  Many thanks for the donation of gas cards 

which really did help with our expenses during our stay 

and travel to New Bern.  Addy is doing very well.  Alex is 

also - we try to skype with her weekly.   

Much love, 

Annie Lohri and family. 

Dear Garber Family, 
 

                Marvin Waters and his family would like to 

express a heartfelt thanks for all of the get well cards, 

visits, phone calls, goodies, prayers, and well wishes 

sent our way in the last few weeks.  It is so comforting 

and refreshing to know that we are part of such a   

wonderful church family.  We know you all have your 

own lives to tend to, so it makes it even more special 

that you would take time to make sure we are taken 

care of.  You are truly a great family to be a part 

of.  Thank you so much. 
 

Love,   Marvin Waters and family 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Jerri and I wish to thank the Garber Church family for the many gestures of love and care toward us over these last four months.  

More specifically we thank you for the support and care that you have offered in a multitude of expressions since my father’s 

death at the end of January.  The pain, which has been immense, has been more easily borne because of the faith, hope, and 

love shared by and with you all, God’s wonderful Church.  Thank you. 
 

Sincerely in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

David, Jerri Banks and family 

Looking Ahead: 

 

March 6 - 20:  Lenten Food Drive (see front page) 
 

March 12: Garber work day on campus; 9am - noon (see page 3) 
 

March 20: Palm Sunday 
 

March 21: Mosaic Luncheon (see page 2) 
 

March 23: 5pm Communion service; no MS Lab/FUEL/or HS 180; no Wednesday night Kids in Christ 

  or adult study 
 

March 24: 7pm Maundy Thursday worship service (see front page) 
 

March 25 7:30pm Good Friday Tenebrae service (see front page) 
 

March 27 Easter worship services at 7am; 9am and 11am (see front page) 

 

March 30 5pm Communion service; no MS Lab/FUEL/and HS 180; no Wed. night Kids in Christ or 

  adult study 
 

April 6  5pm Communion service; MS Lab/FUEL/and HS 180; Wed. night Kids in Christ and adult 

  studies all resume 
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It is not often that St. Patrick’s Day falls so close to Holy Week, but this is one of those years.  During Holy Week we reflect 

upon the Cross of Christ, and we consider anew what God had done “to deliver us from evil” even as we pray in the Lord’s 

Prayer.    
 

In our church, some are afraid because of ISIS.  Some are deployed.  Some are worried due to politics.  All are aware of the 

times.  It is with purpose that I recently remembered an ancient prayer.  A friend linked prayer with putting “on the whole armor 

of God,” (Eph. 6:10-17), and I remembered St. Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer (also called The Shield of St. Patrick).  
 

Some would say that Patrick (c. 390 - c. 460) had reason to be afraid.  Ireland was pagan; that is, Ireland was dominated by a 

very powerful Druid religion and priesthood.  His own Confession speaks, in addition to numerous plots, of a dozen specific 

attempts to take his life because he sought to bring the Gospel to the Island where he was previously enslaved.  With regard to 

the threat, he wrote, “In the light, therefore, of our faith in the Trinity, I must make this choice, regardless of danger I must make 

known the gift of God and everlasting consolation, without fear, and frankly I must spread everywhere the name of God so that 

after my decease I may leave a bequest to my brethren and sons whom I have baptized in the Lord – so many thousands of    

people.”  (Confession, www.ccel.org/p/patrick/confession/confession.html)    
 

Having so many dangers, St. Patrick prayed for the protection of God upon his life.  He wrote, “Daily I expect murder, fraud, or 

captivity, or whatever it may be; but I fear none of these things because of the promises of heaven. I have cast myself into the 

hands of God Almighty, who rules everywhere, as the prophet says: Cast thy thought upon God, and He shall sustain thee.  So, 

now I commend my soul to my faithful God. . . .” (Confession)  
 

The Breastplate Prayer is a helpful guide for prayer in troubling times.  You will recognize a portion as familiar.  This is a 

shortened edition of Cecil Alexander’s 9 verse hymn which paraphrased the original into English verse.  May the Lord give you 

comfort and courage.  
 

The Shield of St. Patrick 
Paraphrased by Cecil Frances Alexander 

 

I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, the One in Three. 

I bind this day to me forever by power of faith Christ's incarnation, 

his baptism in the Jordan River, his death on the cross for my salvation; 

his bursting from the spiced tomb, his riding up the heavenly way, 

his coming at the day of doom I bind unto myself today. 

 

I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, 

his eye to watch, his might to stay, his ear to harken to my need, 

the wisdom of my God to teach, his hand to guide, his shield to ward, 

the Word of God to give me speech, his heavenly host to be my guard. 

 

Against the demon snares of sin, The vice that gives temptation force, 

The natural lusts that war within, The hostile men that mar my course; 

Or few or many, far or nigh, In every place and in all hours, 

Against their fierce hostility, I bind to me these holy powers. 

 

Against all Satan's spells and wiles, Against false words of heresy, 

Against the knowledge that defiles, Against the heart's idolatry, 

Against the wizard's evil craft, Against the death wound and the burning, 

The choking wave, the poisoned shaft, Protect me, Christ, till Thy returning. 

 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me; Christ to comfort and restore me; 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

 

I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, and One in Three, 

of whom all nature hath creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word; 

praise to the God of my salvation, salvation is of Christ the Lord! 

http://www.ccel.org/p/patrick/confession/confession.html


 

                             

  March 2016 

 



 

                             

  March 2016 

 

Nonprofit Organization 

Auto 

US Postage Paid 

New Bern, NC 

Permit No 185 

Return Service Requested 
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Kingswood Notes 
 

 Wow!  What a great day!  That is what the Kingswood Kids all said after a wonderful trip to the 

Durham Performing Arts Center (DPAC) on Saturday, February 20 to see the Broadway play The Lion King! 

This trip was made possible by the vision and generosity of an anonymous donor at Garber who bought the 

tickets, another donor who paid for lunch for everyone, and the willingness of 10 brave Kingswood volunteers 

who agreed to go along as chaperones and drivers. It was a wonderful blessing to spend the day with these 

very excited children and the faithful folks who mentor and love on them all through the year.  Thank you   

Garber Church for your amazing love and support for our after-school program! 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

More Kingswood news!  Our Kingswood family is growing again!  Two new third graders will be joining 

us starting February 22. Yay God!  If you would like to become involved in this Garber ministry as a   

volunteer, this is a great time to start!  Call Ruth Powers at 671-0280 if interested! 


